Press Release
Anthony Ervin and Kistler – a Strong Team
Winterthur, January 17, 2017 ‒ Olympic champion Anthony Ervin and Kistler join
forces to create a success story: In the run-up to the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio,
the American trained using the Kistler Performance Analysis System for Swimming
(PAS-S) to improve his performance off the starting block. And hit the mark.
In an epic 50-meter freestyle race, Ervin took the lead straight out of the dive. In hot
pursuit by France’s Florent Manaudou, Olympic champion in 2012, the two athletes
battled it out until the very end, with the 35-year-old Ervin ultimately gaining the upper
hand, coming in at a time of 21.40 – one one-hundredth of a second faster than his rival.
Kistler is proud to have played a part in this success with its PAS-S and looks forward to
an ongoing partnership with Anthony – the fastest human in water – as its brand
ambassador.
The Key Difference
The margins of victory in swimming competitions are becoming increasingly slim. The
difference between winning and losing often comes down to just a few hundredths of a
second. Details are the key to achieving success at the elite level. A prime example of
this is Anthony Ervin’s Olympic win. In that race, a tiny detail made all the difference, as
evidenced by Ervin‛s lead of one one-hundredth of a second. Such nuances cannot be
detected by the human eye, but can be captured by measurement systems. During his
training, Ervin relied heavily on the Kistler PAS-S. The measurement data and the
feedback provided allowed him to improve his starting performance efficiently, resulting in
a repeat performance of his previous success, 16 years after winning his first Olympic
gold.
Data for Progressive Performance Enhancement
Kistler PAS-S consists of a starting block overlayed with Kistler force sensors, turning
plates equipped with additional force sensors custom-mounted at the pool’s edge, and
high-performance cameras above and below the water. The system precisely captures
key kinetic and kinematic parameters. The measured data are compiled in the PAS-S
software, giving coaches and athletes a tool for analyzing and improving starts and turns.
Immediate feedback allows the coach to introduce improvements during the same
training session.
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Partnership between Anthony and Kistler
For Kistler, Anthony is the ideal brand ambassador, with his star quality and popular
appeal. “It is an honor for us to partner with Anthony Ervin as a brand ambassador for
Kistler and to share our mutual success story with the world,” says Katharina Buechli,
Head of SBF Biomechanics at Kistler.
Rolf Sonderegger, CEO of the Kistler Group, shares Buechli’s opinion: “It’s fabulous to be
able to play a part in a success of this magnitude with our measurement solutions. This
clearly shows that great things can be achieved by focusing on the smallest details. We
can‛t wait to see what successes will be achieved by other athletes, teams, and coaches.
After all, swimming isn‛t the only sport where we have a presence; our Kistler MARS
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system is also right at home in the world of soccer, ice hockey, football, and many other
sports. Anthony Ervin has shown what accurate measurement data can do in sports.
Solutions of this type are therefore becoming an integral part of elite sports.”
Anthony Ervin says it as followed: "The Kistler system PAS-S is the advanced tool I needed to turn
the worst swimming start on the world stage, into one of the best, and thus reclaiming the title of
Olympic Champion.”
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Anthony Ervin could improve his starts with the Kistler PAS-S. (Pic 1)
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Kistler PAS-S starting block (Pic 2)

Kistler PAS-S User Interface (Pic 3)
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Media Contact
Silvy McGuinness
Divisional Marketing Manager ST
Tel.: +41 52 2241 258
E-mail: silvy.mcguinness@kistler.com
About the Kistler Group
Kistler is the founder of piezoelectric measurement technology and a leader in the dynamic measurement of
pressure, force, torque, and acceleration. Kistler’s modular systems and services are based on cutting-edge
technologies.
As an experienced development partner, Kistler gives its customers in industry, research, and development the
tools they need to optimize their products and processes and achieve a lasting competitive edge. Through its
innovative sensor technology, the owner-operated Swiss company is thus shaping automotive trends and
industrial automation, as well as countless up-and-coming industries. With extensive application knowledge and
an unwavering commitment to quality, Kistler is driving innovations in lightweight design, vehicle safety,
emissions reduction, and Industry 4.0.
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Approximately 1,500 employees at 56 locations worldwide are dedicated to developing new measurement
solutions and offer customized on-site support of individual applications. Since its founding in 1959, the Kistler
Group has grown along with its customers, generating sales of CHG 329 million in 2015. Approximately 10
percent of this went back into innovation and research―and thus into achieving better results for all our
customers.
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