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Press Release
Kistler Group Remains on Growth Path with Sales of 235 Million Swiss Francs, Continuing Healthy Order Book and Acquisition of Another Company

Despite difficult conditions, with sales growth over 11 % Kistler still achieved a sound result in 2011. At 260 million francs, incoming orders also exhibited a very pleasing trend that enables us to tackle the New Year with a large number in hand. Further expansion of our workforce and new infrastructures are therefore planned. 

The continuing boom in the automobile industry has also been very beneficial for the Winterthur Kistler Group. With 235 million francs, the company managed to achieve the best result in its 52-year history in 2011. CEO Rolf Sonderegger: "The drag on sales and profits of the strong Swiss franc is the only blemish on the balance sheet. However, the good overall performance under challenging conditions demonstrates Kistler's strong strategic position in the global market and the operational strength of the group as a whole".

The high number of new orders had already led the Kistler Group to start expanding production capacities selectively in 2011. This created 85 new jobs across the group in the past year. As a further offset against the strength of the Swiss franc, in the greater Stuttgart area a new factory is also being built for inauguration in fall 2012.
The Winterthur site is also profiting from the positive development of the Kistler Group. A total of 40 new full-time positions were created in 2011. In addition, over 10 million Swiss francs are being invested in Winterthur in new infrastructures and facilities to boost production capacities.

Recent years have seen Kistler develop from a sensor specialist into a supplier of complete systems. The commercial success of the group appears to confirm the correctness of this strategy. As system provider and development partner, proximity to the customer is absolutely essential. Occupation of the Kistler Technology Center in Detroit is a major step in this direction. The Technology Center in Shanghai is also being officially opened this spring. These developments will allow further expansion of the range of services and provision of more custom systems.

On 1 January 2012 the Kistler Group also took over the business operations of Baewert Präzisionsmechanik GmbH based in Meerane in the German state of Saxony. With 
15 employees, Baewert produces piezoelectric pressure sensors for monitoring large engines, as well as safety valves and mechanical indicators. The company was originally established in 1946 as Metallwerker GmbH, and had already been a customer of the Kistler Group for many years. On the new site future production will focus on sensors and systems for large diesel engines.

The Kistler Group is cautiously optimistic about 2012. CEO Rolf Sonderegger: "The market is admittedly volatile and the currency turbulence far from over. However, sound financing and strong positioning in growing markets enable the Kistler Group to fully concentrate on the operational challenges, even in difficult times".

A printer friendly version of the text (3 062 characters) and photographs of this press release may be downloaded from our website: www.kistler.com (News & Press Events)

Rolf Sonderegger (tel +41 52 224 12 21, carmen.andueza@kistler.com)  will gladly answer any questions or provide further information.
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The workforce moved into the new Technology Center in Detroit in December 2011
[image: image2.jpg]



Karlheinz Baewert, former owner and Managing Director of Baewert Präzisionsmechanik GmbH, hands over to Rolf Sonderegger, CEO of the Kistler Group

Kistler Group
Kistler’s core competence is the development, production and use of sensors for measuring pressure, force, torque and acceleration. Kistler’s know-how and electronic systems can be used to prepare measuring signals for use in analyzing physical processes, controlling and optimizing industrial processes, improving product quality in manufacturing and improving performance in sports and rehabilitation.

Kistler offers a comprehensive range of sensors and systems for engine development, automotive engineering, plastics and metal processing, installation technology and biomechanics.

A worldwide sales presence in the form of 25 group companies and 30 distributors ensures customer proximity, application support on an individual level and short lead times.

With a staff of about 1 050, the Kistler Group is one of the world’s leading providers of dynamic measuring instrumentation. The Kistler Group achieved turnover of 235 million Swiss Francs in the 2011 financial year.
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